Microsporon ringworm infections of the scalp are at present relatively uncommon in this country; this applies particularly to M. audouinii infections. 
Microsporon ringworm infections of the scalp are at present relatively uncommon in this country; this applies particularly to M. audouinii infections. The organism B. faecalis alkaligenes is a member of the coli-typhoid dysentery group and has been classified with the non-lactose fermenting paracolon bacilli, members of which are known to be of varying pathogenicity to man, e.g. Kernohan (1952) .
It was first isolated from stale beer by Petruschky in I889. In I896 he further differentiated it from B. coli and B. typhosus. He also recognized that it was pathogenic to animals and that it could cause a septicaemia. After examining 134 strains, Nyberg (I935) further classified it into two groups, (i) a non-motile bacillus with peritrichous flagellae having no fermentative reactions and which does not produce indol or alter milk, and (2) a vibrio which is motile and slightly alkalinises dextrose media. Cocco-bacillary forms have also been described by Indian workers. Chaudhuri (i944) considers B. metalkaligenes (Castellani) an important variant. It does not produce ammonia in broth as does the B. faecalis variety. He isolated it in six cases.
Reports of its pathogenicity have been world wide, most of them coming from the U.S.A., Australia, India and Egypt. I could only find six reported cases in this country since I9I8. That it could cause a bacteraemia was recognized early. Wiltshire (1915) isolated it from the blood of three soldiers suffering from low irregular pyrexia of unknown origin. Hirst (19I7) (Cole, 1952) , infantile gastroenteritis (Webster, I9I9), myocarditis (Andrieu et al., I936), orchitis (Hall and Garvan, 1949) , serofibrinous pleurisy (Andrieu et al., I936), polyarthritis (Goldberger, I938), foetal peritonitis (Sloboziano and Nasta, I931). It has been recovered from gallstone (David and Green, 1929) , from renal calculi (Stuart et al., I934) , from ascitic fluid, knee joint fluid and gall bladder bile (Banerjee and Sarkar, I949). Infections have also been
